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ECONOMICS PROGRAM

Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.) Degree

DEGREE INFORMATION

Program Admission Deadlines:

Fall: January 31

Minimum Total Hours: 72 post‐bacc

Program Level: Doctoral

CIP Code: 45.0601

Dept. Code: ECN

Program (Major/College): ECO/AS

Approved: 2010

CONTACT INFORMATION

College: Arts and Sciences

Department: Economics

Contact Information: www.grad.usf.edu

PROGRAM INFORMATION

The Doctor of Philosophy in Economics prepares students for careers as professional economists in academia, business and government.

Accreditation:

Accredited by the Commission on Colleges of the Southern Association of College and Schools.

Major Research Areas: Health Economics, Industrial Organization, International Trade/Economic Development, Public Economics, Urban and Regional Economics

ADMISSION INFORMATION

Must meet University requirements (see Graduate Admissions) as well as requirements listed below.

Program Admission Requirements

 Bachelor’s degree or equivalent from a regionally accredited university or international equivalent

 3.00 GPA or better in all upper division undergraduate classes

 Must have taken the GRE within the preceding five years with target scores of 65 percentile on

the verbal portion and 65 percentile on the quantitative portion.

 International applicants from non‐English‐speaking countries must also have a TOEFL score of 550

or higher on the written version, a minimum score of 213 on the computer‐based test or a 79 on

the Internet‐based test.

 Minimum of 2 courses in calculus*

 Minimum of 1 course in probability and statistics*

 Undergraduate Intermediate‐level microeconomics and undergraduate intermediate‐level

macroeconomics*

*Applicants must earn a grade of B or better in each of these courses.
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DEGREE PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS

Total Minimum Hours 72 hours

Core Requirements ‐ 27

Fields ‐ 12

Electives/Dir Research‐ 22

Dissertation ‐ 11

CORE REQUIREMENTS 27 hours

ECO 6115 Microeconomics I 3

ECO 6206 Macroeconomics I 3

ECO 6405 Mathematical Economics I 3

ECO 6424 Econometrics I 3

ECO 6425 Econometrics II 3

ECO 7116 Microeconomics II 3

ECO 7207 Macroeconomics II 3

ECO 7406 Mathematical Economics II 3

ECO 7426 Econometrics III 3

Fields 12 hours

Select two pairs from the groupings below or from other pairs that the department may choose to offer:

ECP 6536 Economics of Health Care I 3

ECP 7537 Economics of Health Care II 3

ECS 6015 Economic Development 3

ECO 6706 International Trade: Theory and Policy 3

ECP 6405 Industrial Organization I 3

ECP 7406 Industrial Organization II 3

ECO 6505 Public Finance 3

ECO 6525 Public Sector Economics 3

ECP 6614 Urban Economics 3

ECP 6624 Regional Economics 3

Electives/Directed Research/Dissertation 33 hours

Of this 33 hours minimum at least six hours must be met with additional graduate‐level structured coursework

approved by either the Graduate Program Director or the student’s (Co‐) Major Professor(s) and at least 21 hours by a

combination of Directed Research (EDO 6917) and Dissertation (EDO 7980) with Dissertation comprising at least 11 of

these 21 hours.

Qualifying Examination

The qualifying examination is offered in two parts. The first part covers Mathematical Economics I (ECO 6405),

Mathematical Economics II (ECO 7406), Microeconomics I (ECO 6115), and Macroeconomics I (ECO 6206). The second

part covers Microeconomics II (ECO 7116), Econometrics II (ECO 6425), and Econometrics III (ECO 7426).

Dissertation ‐ 11 hours minimum

ECO 7980 Dissertation

Graduation Requirements:

 Complete 27 credit hours of required coursework with required GPA.

 Complete 12 credit hours of economics field coursework with required GPA.

 Complete all credit hours of electives, of which there must be at least six with the required GPA. GPA.154ht
 Pass both parts of the qualifying examination

 Complete at least 21 credit hours of directed research/dissertation with a minimum of 11 of these credit

hours being dissertation.

 Write and successfully defend the doctoral dissertation proposal.

 The sum total of elective/directed research/dissertation credit hours must be at least 33.

 Write and successfully defend the doctoral dissertation.

Students with MA Degrees in Economics from External Institutions

Students who already hold an MA degree in Economics from an external institution prior to entering the PhD program are offered the opportunity to take the First-Year Qualifying Examination in the summer before entering the program. Students who chose this option and pass the exam are waived from taking the associated four required classes: Mathematical Economics I, Mathematical Economics II, Microeconomics I, and Macroeconomics I. In addition, the total number of coursework credit hours for these students is reduced from 45 to 39. The minimum total number of graduate level credit hours required is still 72. Students who choose to take the First-Year Qualifying Exam, but do not pass, will take these four required courses during their first year in the program. They will then take the First-Year Qualifying Exam the following summer.



COURSES

For an updated list of course offerings see: http://www.ugs.usf.edu/course‐inventory/
�This new paragraph is the only change to the Graduate Catalog.





