Curriculum – New Curricular Offering

Including Change of Graduate Major with new concentration, track, or specialization, 

as well as New Graduate Certificates
Degree: EME Major: Cybersecurity Awareness & Education [Graduate Certificate in Instructional Technology]
Concentration (if applicable): ________________________________________________

BRIEF RESPONSES TO THE FOLLOWING:
1. Why is this curriculum necessary?

Broadly recognized as a critical service supporting the modern workforce and educational institutions, cybersecurity is no longer the domain of a single individual or department. Emerging from a renewed focus on fostering cultures of cybersecurity within schools, and families, there is an ever increasing need for trained cybersecurity educators and awareness specialists who focus on the unique needs of educational settings. The Cybersecurity Awareness & Education graduate certificate provides students with an advanced introduction to cybersecurity awareness and training, preparing them for roles as leaders and educators throughout K-12 schools and higher education.
FOR ANY NEW CURRICULUM (New Concentration, Track, Specialization, Grad Certificate, etc.), answer the following:

2. How does this align with USF System and State University System strategic goals (with particular focus on BOG’s “areas of strategic emphasis”)?

Aligning with the SUS strategic goals, this certificate fundamentally responds to a critical national security need, combining both STEM themes (Cybersecurity) and teacher training. Additionally, this certificate both addresses global cybersecurity challenges facing today’s educators and draws on ongoing research initiatives at USF and with partnering institutions globally.
3. What is the demonstrated need and demand? (in the context of statewide and regional enrollment/degree productivity, including USF institutions, SUS, and FSC), making compelling reasons for “necessary duplication,” if appropriate.

Both in anecdotal engagement with the education community in Hillsborough County and through high-school teacher summer camp/professional development offerings, there is a strong demand for additional training around the specific forms of cybersecurity issues faced by educational institutions. The communication of basic cybersecurity issues and defenses to students and staff has become a responsibility of all educational institutions, and often falls to undertrained media specialists or administrators. 
4. What is the potential impact of new degree programs and new program majors on existing programs in the USF System? (Including new concentrations, tracks, specializations, etc.- if there are any existing offers, please address impact)

The certificate program was designed with courses from programs across the College of Education, providing a potential route for students into both College of Education MS programs and, potentially, into the Cybersecurity MS program. Ideally, this certificate program will act as a pilot for the development of a College of Education concentration program for the broader Cybersecurity MS program. Additionally, the majority of courses in the certificate support the Instructional Technology MS program.
5. Are there adequacy of resources (faculty, space, equipment, graduate assistants, staff, library etc. – the leveraging of shared resources across and between institutions will be important). Programs will not be considered contingent upon legislative budget requests
Yes, although the further development of the certificate program will be supported through a series of internal and external grant funding opportunities.
6. Quality assurance and commitment to any requisite accreditation.

(This is neither a question nor a prompt.)
Once College has approved, scan and email this Approval Form, and the revised Catalog Copy in Word to Graduate Studies by the deadline posted online http://www.grad.usf.edu/graduate-council.php . For questions, contact cdh@usf.edu   
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