
Doctoral Programs in Global 
Sustainable Healthy 

Communities
Multi-disciplinary core across 

humanities and social sciences 
doctoral programs



Sustainable Healthy Communities: 
A Global Challenge

USF supports this overarching thrust that takes 
advantage of the strengths of disciplinary activities 
across all the colleges, campuses, interdisciplinary 
centers and institutes. 

We are a Carnegie Research (very high) Institution 
located in a coastal, urban setting with a growing, diverse 
population. 

With established community engagement and 
international collaborations, our location serves as a 
testbed for conducting graduate education and research 
that target critical global issues for sustainable, healthy 
community. 



Sustainable Healthy Communities: 
A Global Challenge

Global sustainability education and research 
must address the three pillars of sustainability 
economics, environment and society, as well as 
the technologies to address quality of life issues.

Economic and environmental aspects are ably 
addressed, but global sustainability also requires 
the application of advanced methods of a 
societal nature, built upon the studies of human 
culture, language, governance, policy, and the 
interrelationships with technologies. 



Current Doctoral Programs

• Aging Studies (Gerontology)
• Applied Anthropology
• Business: Economics
• Business: Management
• Communication
• Environmental Science and Policy 

(Geography)



Proposed and Potential Doctoral 
Programs

• Africana Studies
• Comparative Literature
• Government (GIA)
• History
• Sociology
• Religious Studies
• World Languages
• Women’s Studies
Red – proposed; Blue - future; Black - current



A Multi-disciplinary Global Sustainable 
Healthy Communities Envelope

• Core set of courses across existing doctoral 
programs and proposed programs

• Sociology – focus on Urban Sociology with 
emphasis on population migration and 
sustainability

• History – focus on Colonialism and Empire with 
emphasis on non-sustainable aspects of 
community – cultures and populations

• Government (GIA) – focus on Governance and 
Policy with emphasis on global urban 
populations



Sustainable Healthy Communities
Doctoral Programs and Proposed Doctoral Programs
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Sustainable Healthy Communities
Doctoral Programs and Proposed Doctoral Programs

Cross-disciplinary doctoral research
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Interdisciplinary Global Field Studies

Cross-disciplinary elective courses

Cross-disciplinary core courses

Disciplinary Core & Elective
Courses – global community
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Sustainable Healthy Communities: 
Creating a multi-disciplinary envelope
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Global 
Urban
Coastal

Cross- disciplinary
Globalization
Core Courses

Disciplinary global 
community 
courses

Patel Center for Global Solutions

Cross-disciplinary doctoral research 

Interdisciplinary international 
field studies



Sustainable Healthy Communities
Long Term Plans for Fully Integrated Programs
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Global, Urban, Coastal     Research / Education

Engineering, Health Sciences, 
Natural and Physical Sciences, Applied Life Sciences


